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Six year olds are in a state of rapid 
growth physically, emotionally, and 
cognitively. Their bodies are develop-
ing with new teeth erupting continu-
ously. You may find your six year old 
chewing on the end of things, such as 
pencils, pens, and paper. Their physical 
development is accompanied by a lot of 
physical activity. The six year old 
classroom is usually buzzing with 
sound and motion. Children are chit-
chatting, whistling, humming, and 
buzzing The six year old loves to be 
first. Finishing first may sometimes 
become so important that the process is 
Lost and the product becomes very 
sloppy. There are often extremes in this 
behavior, and if the six year old cannot 
Be first, he or she will strive to become 
last, or begin to "dilly-dally!!" Six is a 
time for competitiveness and enthusi-
ism. They are anxious to do well. They 
invent rules, tend to be critical of others, 
and may be bossy. Friends become 
important and school begins to replace 
home as the most significant environ-
nental influence. Six year olds have a 
tremendous capacity for enjoyment and 
thrive on praise. On the other hand, an 
ounce of reprimanding can easily upset 
the child and may cause him or her to 
withdraw. 

It is at six that most children begin 
to look at the world logically for the 
first time. Children begin to organize 
concepts through an understanding of 
systems and approaches that they have 
developed through trial and error 
luring their first five years. Children at 
six have the ability to identify differ-
ences. For example, when given two 
equal balls of clay, one spread out in the 
arm of a pancake and one kept in the 
shape of a ball, the child will under- 
stand that there is an equal amount of 
clay in both forms, even though the 
shape changed in one. Younger chil-
dren cannot comprehend this. Six year 
olds begin to have an understanding of 
past when tied closely to the present. 
They enjoy learning new games and 
become very interested in different art 
mediums, such as clay, paint, and paper 
mache. Children at this age learn best 
through discovery. At this point in the 
six year old life eagerness, curiosity 
imagination, and enthusiasm will open 
many doors to the wonderful world of 
warning. Parent and teacher support 
and enthusiasm is a necessity to 
support the six year old’s development. 
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