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Computer software offers preschoolers programs that 
meet a range of individual interests and learning styles. 
Children can often relate the way a computer takes in 
information to the way they learn new things. 
Preschoolers enjoy thinking of the computer's "brain" and 
taking care not to "overload" the brain by sending it too 
many signals from the keyboard at the same time. 

As children become more familiar with various 
computer functions and the use of the keyboard, they are 
also expanding their vocabulary of computer terminology. 
This is also a challenge for adults who are becoming 
"computer literate." Certain terminology can offer an 
understanding of how a computer works. For instance, the 
mouse sends signals to the computer to move the pointer 
around the screen. You can use the pointer to point out 
and choose on-screen instructions or icons. The scanner  
sends images into the computer which are then seen on-
screen to be altered and used. Pictures and words can be 
drawn with signals from the computer known as the 
plotter. Drawing and graph information can be drawn on 
a graphics pad or table to be put into the computer. The 
printer prints letters and figures, as well as other graphics, 
sometimes in color. For sound and music activities a 
music keyboard can be programmed to sound like any 
kind of instrument or even to record other noises. Have I 
overwhelmed you? I hope not. What I find so amazing is 
how quickly children learn this terminology and use it 
appropriately in their work with computers. 

Cole-Harrington's three center-based programs, 
School-Age Enrichment, Toddler/Preschool, and 
Children's Place are now all equipped with a computer 
area for children. Come join us as we explore the com-
puter and its various functions. The children would love 
to show you our software and what they have learned. 


