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We emphasized the values of reading in our last edition of 
the Chronicle. Now I'd like to share with you some fun 
activities you can do with your child to encourage their 
reading development. 

.. Put books beside the bathtub (plastic). It makes for a 
relaxing reading time. 

.. Carry books with you to your trips to the dentist and 
doct?r or places whe~e you have to wait. Reading helps 
the time go faster and lessens your child's anxieties. 

co	 Act out the stories you read with your child. A varia
tion - make up games that mix-up the roles of the 
characters. 

• Create a fun, cozy place for you and your child to read 
together; beanbag chairs or inside a tent created with 
blankets over chairs and tables. 

• Play games with street signs - "I see a sign that begins 
with s". 

•	 Have a scavenger hunt with signs, symbols or words. 
Make word cards for a matching game. 

• Read recipes - children can assemble the ingredients, stir 
and pour while you read the directions. 

•	 Have children help with food shopping. Make cards 
with pictures on them or cut out the label when the food 
is empty to take on your trip to the grocery store. 

e	 When eating out, read napkins, placemats, cups, sugar 
packets and other printed items with your child. 

• Play games with pictures and words so they can see 
print such as Go Fish, Old Maid and other board games. 

.. Play with Scrabble, Boggle, or magnetic letters to
 
practice making their names or other words.
 

• Make greeting cards with your child - have them draw a 
special picture and copy the message. 

•	 Purchase sponge letters so your child can paint words,
 
their names etc.
 

• Take letter sand molds to the beach. 

• Tape record stories - children enjoy hearing the same
 
story many different ways.
 

• Keep a variety of children's magazines in your child's
 
room such as: Your Big Backyard, Ranger Rick, Ladybug,
 
Cricket, Sesame Street.
 

• Involve your child in the planning of a trip to the zoo,
 
farm, etc. Afterwards write a story about the experi

ence.
 

• Use puppets or dolls to act out characters in books.
 
Change your reading voice to develop new characters.
 

•	 Make books and stories with your child. Let them draw 
the pictures and you add their words. 

• Visit and become a regular member of your local library. 
Get a card for your child so they can select books to take 
home. Many children's librarians are available to assist 
in recommending appropriate books for children. 

• Participate in the story hours at your local library. 

. Reading should be a fun and natural part of your 
dally or nightly routine. Enjoy the special time with your 
child as you read together. 


