
Go Ask Linda 
Dear Linda: 

I would like to know what kind of 
activities the teachers at the Cole- 
Harrington Toddler/Preschool 
Program do to teach children to read. 
My daughter is three years old and 
loves books. It would be great if she 
could read them by herself. Could 
you also advise me on what 
activities I could be doing at home, 
too? 

Sincerely, 
'S.L.' 

Dear S.L. 

Research has found that children go 
through stages in learning to read and 
write just as they go through stages in 
learning to walk and talk. We all know 
that we don't formally teach young 

children the rules of grammar or the rules 
of balance and coordination, but yet when 
children are developmentally ready, with 
stimulation and practice, they learn to 
walk and talk on their own. 

Based on this research and our 
experiences with young children, our goal 
at Cole-Harrington is not to teach reading 
in the traditional sense through teacher 
directed activities involving memoriza-
tion, drills and work sheets, but rather we 
provide your child with a stimulating 
environment which provides opportuni-
ties for reading readiness to occur. 

The children who become "readers" are 
children who have had various experi-
ences with print. At Cole-Harrington we 
provide this experience in many ways. 
Reading to children is a very important 
component in our curriculum. We 
provide a large group story time, small 
group story time, as well as opportunities 
to read to children in one to one situa-
tions. The children's understanding of the 
story is explored by teachers asking 
questions about the content, characters, 
and how the story relates to the children 
themselves. They discover there is a 
beginning and an end to the story. They 
learn that printed words proceed from left 
to right, and from top to bottom. The 
stories included at the Center are appro-
priate for the child's age and development. 

At Cole-Harrington children learn about 
the author and illustrator of most stories 
read to them. We want children to 
appreciate good literature, respect books, 
and enjoy the reading experience. 

Our library is set up in an area away 
from the hustle and bustle of other 
activities. There children can review 
stories previously read by their teachers. 
Often you will hear children reading 
aloud to themselves or to a friend. 

Children are exposed to the printed 
word throughout their day. Each child's 
cubby, coat hook, and lunch tag has their 
name on it. The daily routine is presented 
to children with the words, times, and 
photos. There are calendars, job charts, 
class lists, labeled materials, labeled 
learning centers and tags. When children 
cook they are presented with written 
recipes. 

In our dramatic play area, depending 
on the theme, children can find maga-
zines, newspapers, maps, travel books, 
food labels, menus etc. All illustrate the 
various forms of print. 

In the writing area children can learn 
that spoken words can be written down. A 
child's first scribble with a story attached 
to it is a fundamental stage in learning to 
read and write. 

At our game table children are offered 
a variety of alphabet manipulatives. 
Children will use these materials in 
different ways depending on their 
developmental age. Two year olds may 
take all the alphabet blocks out of the 
container and put them back in. A three 
year old may make a tower, and perhaps 
recognize the first letter in his or her 
name. A four year old may try to put the 
blocks together to form words. 

As you can see there are various 
opportunities available to your child at 
Cole-Harrington to set the stage for 
independent reading. In my next letter I 
will present specific activities that you 
can do at home to help your child learn 
about the wonderful world of print. 

Sincerely, Linda Feller 


