
A Message from the Director
 

As we begin the 1993 year in 
earnest I would like to welcome 
everyone to Cole-Harrington. We 
look forward to providing quality 
educational, recreational and child 
care programs to the many families 
who have come to know, appreciate 
and depend upon us. 

This year promises to be a very 
special year at Cole-Harrington. In 
the past six months we have hired a 
number of outstanding beginning 
and seasoned teachers for our center 
based programs. We have also 
contracted with some wonderful 
family day care providers. We have 
redefined our central office staff to 
include Ana Leal, Administrative 
Assistant, and Karen Wheeler, Billing 
Clerk, in order to ensure greater 
efficiency with our multitude of 
administrative tasks. 

Much work has been done to 
orient our new staff to Enable, Inc.'s 
and Cole-Harrington's philosophy. It 
is indeed a formidable task for a new 
staff member to absorb the essence of 
a program which has evolved over 
some fourteen years with the input of 
many gifted and talented profession
als. The challenge for all staff mem
bers is to become aware and sensitive 
to the strengths, needs and differ
ences of the children and families we 
serve. 

We will be helped in this effort by 
the return of some very special Cole
Harrington staff who had brief 
maternity leaves, Meg Balfe and 
Brenda Lee Boris. Both women have a 
seven year history and truly represent 
the "best" of Cole-Harrington. Beth 
Crotty returned this past spring after 
a two and a half year child rearing 
leave, bringing her vitality, maturity 
and wealth of knowledge as an early 
childhood educator. It is my personal 

hope that these three working moms 
will now have the opportunity to 
experience Cole-Harrington's 
warmth, support and nurturance as 
they too, try to blend parenting and 
working. 

Before closing, I would like to 
share a personal experience I had 
recently upon visiting the School-Age 
afternoon kindergarten program. It 
was clear to me that Cole-Harrington 
children indeed benefit from interac
tions with caring and nurturing Cole
Harrington teachers / providers. 

I observed a group of children 
playing outdoors rather contently. 
Most of them had been in one or 
more of Cole-Harrington's four 
programs as an infant, toddler, 
preschooler or pre-kindergartner. 
They were clearly happy to have their 
"old friends" with them in their new 
school and they were comforted by 
the presence of teachers who had 
known them in their"other" school. 
Their own relaxed demeanor helped 
children experiencing Cole
Harrington for the first time feel safe. 
It was a special feeling for me to be 
able to see children I've known over a 
number of years enjoying each other's 
company. 

As a recent second grader said, at 
the time of registration for a com
puter class, "I used to go to Cold
Harrington". I'd like to think we are a 
"warm" Cole-Harrington, but in any 
case, I thank you for sharing your 
children with us and pledge to do my 
best to make sure the time they spend 
with us is productive and positive. 
Have a good year! 

Gail Brown 
Program Director 


