
A Message from the Director 
Dear Parents, 

In this first issue of the Chronicle for the 1995-1996 season I 
would like to welcome all of our new families and children 
to Cole-Harrington. This year we have opened our doors to 
65 children in our Toddler/Preschool program, 18 children 
at the Children's Place, 54 children in our Kindergarten 
program, 177 children in our various Before/After School 
programs, and 45 children in our Family Child Care 
System. As parents, each of you will have your own reasons 
for utilizing our childcare, educational, or recreational 
services. I hope that you will be satisfied with what we 
have to offer. This year we have put together a printed 
brochure which includes all of our policies, procedures, and 
philosophy statements. Please take the time to read through 
the extensive material so that you will have a basic under
standing of who we are and what we strive to do for you 
and your children. A special thanks to my administrative 
assistant, Wendy Moran, for the hours and hours she spent 
this past spring and summer editing and creating the 
handbook for our center based programs. (The brochure for 
the Family Child Care System is in progress.) She followed 
this project this fall with a brave attempt to computerize all 
of our child data information! 

Cole-Harrington's roots continue to grow in the Canton 
community and its surrounding towns. Canton should be 
proud of this community based comprehensive childcare 
system that not only serves the residents of Canton, but 
hosts a number of families with various needs from nearby 
towns, Only fifteen years ago we were a small toddler / 
preschool program serving twenty-four children. The 
original "tree", the Toddler/Preschool program, has gotten 
much taller and stronger over the years with much love and 
care and "fertilization" from a number of devoted staff 
members. The leadership, guidance and commitment of 
Linda Feller, Program Coordinator, for the past 12 years has 
assured the quality of our original program and stands as a 
model for everyone to follow. 

Our first "branch" the School-Age Enrichment Program 
began to propagate ten short years ago. What started out as 
a small extended day kindergarten experience and before 
and after school program for about twelve children in 
grades k-4 has now fully blossomed into a half-time kinder
garten enrichment program for eighteen children, a full 
time kindergarten program for fourteen children, a before 
~ch~ol program for 36 children, an after school program for 
:>2 kindergarten and first graders, and five after-school 
enrichment courses each day of the week for over 60 
children in grades 1-5!There are so many offshoots to tend! 
We are very fortunate to have Brenda Lee Boris, Program 

Coordinator, to nurture and care for her varied offshoots. 
Each one is equally and faithfully overseen. Since Septem
ber Brenda has been on maternity leave. It is a tribute to her 
dedication and unique abilities that every member of her 
staff have pitched in these past few months to make sure 
this important branch of Cole-Harrington remains strong. 
Karen Wheeler, Cole-Harrington's Financial Coordinator, 
and part-time kindergarten teacher, climbed aboard this 
tree fully embracing all its various offshoots. She will be 
returning to the administrative offices this January to play 
her role in making sure all of the programs have the funds 
they need to do their tending and planting. 

There is a very special small branch on the Cole-Harrington 
tree that quietly grows according to its own spirit. Over the 
past eight years The Children's Place, our small preschool 
program, has moved with the wind to accommodate a 
number of different children, those with and without 
special needs. It is well protected by the other larger Cole
Harrington branches and it is admired for its strength and 
determination to establish connections for all its inhabit
ants. The staff's sense of responsibility and resolution to 
enrich the lives of young children is admired by all. Ruth 
Knapp, Program Coordinator/Head Teacher works closely 
with her colleagues to ensure that her branch remains 
attached to all of Cole-Harrington and gets the nourishment 
it needs. 

We now come to another very strong, richly developed 
branch that stretches way out into its neighboring commu
nities. This branch seems to have no boundaries and 
appears to attract a multitude of individuals all ready to 
grab a hold and join forces. There is no question that what 
appears to be the guiding light and force behind this Cole
Harrington program, which now is 7-1/2 mighty years 
strong is the leadership, energy, and dedication of Kathy 
Sullivan. Our family child care system serves fifty-two 
children from 14 towns. Our 31 providers graciously open 
up their homes and work long hours to care for children of 
all ages. They care deeply about our families and try hard 
to support them, many of whom are single parent families. 
Theirs is a very personal giving which often goes on 
unacknowledged. 

Much planning and thought goes into how the Cole
Harrington "tree" will flourish. We all think that it is 
important to keep abreast of the latest techniques and 
theories about what makes a quality program. We must all 
continue to educate ourselves so that we can help the tree 
grow strong. It is also important for us to remember that 

• everyone who passes by to admire our tree or climb upon 
:~ts branches will have something to contribute. I leave you
 
with a warm welcome to Cole-Harrington.
 

Gail H. Brown 


