
A Message from the Director 
This past year 1996, marked the 10 year anniversary of 

our School-Age Enrichment Program. We are very proud 
of this, our second, Cole-Harrington program. Before the 
School-Age Enrichment Program, children of working 
parents who graduated from our Toddler Preschool, 
would go to public kindergarten and spend the rest of 
their day back at the Toddler Preschool. In 1986 we found 
we could no longer accommodate all our graduates in this 
way. We also were experiencing an increase in calls from 
parents in the Canton community who were looking for 
child care for their 5-10 year olds. It became clear that we 
needed to start a separate program to serve school-aged 
children. Thus began our relationship with the Canton 
Public Schools! We approached Dr. Peter Capernaros, 
superintendent and Dr. James Lynch, assistant superinten-
dent about possible space to rent within the school system. 
Fortunately there were available rooms at the Galvin 
Middle School. The location, next to one of Canton's three 
elementary schools was ideal. That first year we rented 

'le room and opened our doors to school-aged children 
_or before and after school care and set up a morning and 
an afternoon kindergarten session for 5 year olds. Word 
spread quickly that there was a school based program for 
children of working parents and the following year we 
rented a second room to serve all the children in need. 
Within a few years the call for after school enrichment 
activities for children in Canton became loud and clear so 
we took the challenge. For several years now we have 
been offering 4 to 5 one hour long enrichment courses 
Monday through Friday to children in grades 1-5. Most 
courses are held at the Galvin Middle School. Approxi-
mately 150 different families are served by the Cole- 
Harrington School-Age Enrichment Program on a 
weekly basis! 

In celebrating our 10 year anniversary we would like 
to acknowledge all the people who have supported our 
efforts and contributed to the program's development. 
We feel our program stands as a model in the state for 
many reasons. First, our relationship with the public 
school system as a non-profit community agency speaks to 
the meaningful reciprocal relationship that can develop 
when one shares a commitment to serve families and 
children. Secondly, our program's commitment to honor 
children's educational, recreational and emotional-social 
needs is evident in the range and depth of experiences 
provided and staff selected to implement the program. 
Third, our conscious decision to reach out and include 
families and children from all economic and cultural 
backgrounds is accomplished through our contracts with 
the Department of Social Services and Department of 
Transitional Assistance. 

We are indebted to the members of the Canton School 
Committee who annually approve our rental contract, the 
Superintendent, Dr. Capernaros, and Assistant Superin-
tendent, Dr. Lynch, who have continually supported our 
efforts on behalf of Canton working families with school 
age children, and the principal of the Galvin Middle 
School, Ms. Ellen Cashman who makes us feel welcome, 
appreciates the hard work done by our staff and works 
with us to ensure the safety of all children within her 
building. Over the years there have been a number of 
Cole-Harrington staff who have played a major role in 
developing the "spirit" and "culture" of the classrooms; 
Mary Joyce, 1st head teacher and program coordinator, 
Nicki McMahon, art specialist, Sue Carr Earner, head 
teacher, Karen Wheeler, head teacher, Kim McPhillips, 
head teacher, Kelly Hannon, head teacher, and Jen Lane, 
former Cole-Harrington student, Group Leader. These 
women have personified the essence of Enable, Inc. and 
Cole-Harrington's values and created a warm, supportive 
and educationally challenging environment for all the 
children who have participated in the School-Age Enrich-
ment Program. 

One person who needs to be acknowledged on her 
own is Brenda Lee Boris. She began in 1986 as a teacher, 
became head teacher in 1988, and finally program coordi-
nator in 1990. She has been there from the beginning and 
has played a major role in shaping the growth of the 
program. Her managerial abilities were proven long ago. 
However, it is her unfaltering genuine affection for the 
children combined with her intuitive ability to understand 
how children think and feel which makes her the perfect 
leader for the School-Age Enrichment Program. As she 
has matured as a professional and has experienced the job 
of parenthood herself she has forged ahead as an educa-
tional advocate for children. When I told her of my plans 
to dedicate this issue of the Chronicle to the School-Age 
Enrichment Program, Brenda told me that she and Jen 
Lane had recently been talking about planning a 10 year 
reunion for former Cole-Harrington students. Her first 
kindergarten students would be graduating from high 
school this year. I told her it was a great idea and she said 
I should forge ahead and mention it in this article! We 
look forward to such a gathering. It has been a pleasure to 
follow our former students school careers in the local 
newspapers. 

We are all proud of this special Enable, Inc. program 
and are confident that with continued Canton Public 
School endorsement, the support of our families, and the 
efforts of our talented staff, we will continue to provide a 
quality program for children. 

Sincerely,  
Gail H. Brown  

Program Director 


