
A Message from the Director 
Dear Parents, 

At this time of year everyone is busy at Cole
Harrington putting the finishing touches on end of the 
year projects and planning for the summer and fall. It's 
been a busy year as we developed our teen parent pro
gram and moved our administrative offices. All of our 
programs have been maximally enrolled and new courses 
were added to our School-Age Enrichment program. 

One new aspect of our Family Child Care program in 
conjunction with TEENS WITH TOTS was the scheduling 
of monthly three-hour evening workshops for our group 
of 26 family child care providers. We were very pleased 
that more than half of our providers attended these 
workshops. In the past we generally sponsored four 
workshops per year. Barbara Silverstein, Family Child 
Care Early Childhood Specialist and!or Linda Feller, 
Family Child Care Special Needs Consultant created or 
presented various informative and entertaining topics to 
the group. They continued to do so this year with the 
latest one being on the issue of children and television. 
Kathy Sullivan, Family Child Care Program Coordinator 
also arranged for our consulting psychologist, Dean Levy, 
and our outside consulting health care specialist, Dr. 
Linda Loney, to present workshops as well. 

I also volunteered to lend a hand and share my 
knowledge of infant and toddler development with the 
help of some wonderful educational videos. I would like 
to thank all the providers who called to give feedback 
about my presentations. They said I had "inspired" them 
to think about their work with infants and toddlers and to 
plan activities to meet the children's needs. In many cases 
it really was a matter of looking at their own work with 
children in new ways and recommitting themselves to 
their roles. 

It has been almost 25 years since I last considered the 
developmental needs of children birth to three years in 
such an in-depth way. I was very fortunate as an early 
childhood undergraduate and graduate student to have 
worked on a research project in an inner city child care 
center helping to develop curriculum for this age group. 
When I graduated I went to work as a horne visitor for 
mothers and fathers with newborns and had the privilege 
of watching parents and children develop together over 
the next three years. I visited families from all socio
economic levels and diverse cultural backgrounds. This 
work set the stage for my philosophical orientation as a 
professional early childhood educator. I hope that all 
parents who walk into one of Cole-Harrington's doors 
sense our genuine interest, acceptance, and pleasure in 
getting to know you and your children. 

I think the essential lessonsI learned working with 

infants and toddlers and their parents was the importance 
of knowing child development theory and utilizing it to 
observe children and plan curriculum. It is only through 
the experience of truly studying and monitoring children's 
progress that we corne to appreciate each child's unique
ness and preciousness. Our dedication as early childhood 
educators and child care workers to this process provides 
us with the knowledge base with which to promote and 
support the parent child interaction. It is our willingness 
to join the parent!child relationship, as it presents itself to 
us, which allows us to offer the support, help, and encour
agement which we are ethically bound to do. 

It is my hope that over time all Cole-Harrington staff 
and family child care providers acquire this view of our 
role and that all parents at Cole-Harrington feel our 
acceptance, support, and admiration for your challenging 
role as parents of young children. 

I thank our family child care providers for giving me 
the opportunity to remember this special time in my 
professional life. I wish all our staff, family child care 
providers and parents a wonderful summer filled with joy 
and happiness young children can provide. 

Sincerely, 
Gail H. Brown 

Program Director 


