
A Message from the Director 
Dear Parents, 

Happy Spring from everyone at Cole-Harrington! This 
year marks a very special time in my own professional lite. 
In December 1999 I completed seven long years of graduate 
education towards advanced degrees in the fields of social 
work and special education. I had obtained mybachelor's 
and master's degree in early education in the early 1970's and 
had always planned to go hack to graduate school. However, 
due to family and financial reasons I was not able to do so 
until the early 1990's. I have always believed that it was 
important to continue learning and during the 70's and 80's 
attended various workshops and seminars in and around the 
Boston area. I also tried to keep up on new trends in the field 
through subscriptions to professional journals and annual 
trips to university bookstores to see what books were being 
used as textbooks. The field of child development and early 
education continues to grow and expand into different areas 
much like any other field. 

. I have learned a great deal from my recent studies and 
in honestly say it was ali worth it. I chose to go back to my 

alma mater, Boston University and once again found the 
professors to be most supportive and informative. I remem
ber one of my first trips to the university library where one of 
the library assistants, a college student, assumed I was a 
professor! I was quite shocked by the assistaut librarian's 
assumption as I thought I looked like all of the students on 
campus. I felt like I had just picked up from where I was 
some 20 years ago! I quickly carne to understand what was 
going to be expected of me in class. I was amazed at the self
confidence and level of sophistication demonstrated by many 
of the young students. They had opinions on a number of 
different topics, which they expressed with much conviction. 
It was a most humbling experience to be a middle aged 
student among some very bright 20 something's. This past 
semester I finished my last course and although there were a 
few folks who were in there 30's the majority of the students 
in the class were younger than my own daughter! My 
classmates found this quite amusing but admired my per
sonal efforts and congratulated me on my last day of class. 

I decided to share with you my experience as a middle 
aged student to both inspire and support mauy of our Cole
Harrington parents who are trying so valiantly to pursue 
their education and raise a family at the same time. So many 
of the staff at Cole-Harrington, my professional colleagues 
and fellow students at B.U. were incredibly supportive and 

spectful of my pursuits. Most people found it difficult to 
.athom how I could work so many hours, go to school and do 
the homework assignments, and somehow still be left 
standing. Somehow I had put myself on a certain track and 

was determined to keep going as long as I could. I was 
learning so much and meeling so many knowledgeable 
people. In the work that we do on behalf of yOlmg children 
there are so many avenues we must pursue to obtain services 
for children. Being able to understand allier disciplines such 
as special education and social work is of tremendous value. 
Although I can never attain the same level of proficiency as [ 
feel I have in the field of early childhood education from my 
25 years of experience, I feel that I can at least join the playing 
field with professionals from these disciplines when neces
sary. 

It has taken a lot of hard work and some sacrificing along 
the way. I am very proud to say that in seven years I com
pleted 27 courses including two year long field placements, 
which amounted to 92 credit hours. Most of my vacation 
days and weeks had to be dedicated to studying to some 
degree. Days and times to do work tasks had to be prudently 
set aside. I learned to calculate how each semester's week
ends would be spent, i.e. reading, writing, and working. 
There wasn't much time left for unplanned fun. But I am not 
sure that this is all new for many of you. Balancing work and 
family has certainly gotten much harder in recent years. 
When I first carne to Cole-Harrington in 1980 we had very 
few full time working mothers using the center. Most of the 
full time working women were single women. Women who 
did work were working to supplement their husbands' 
income. Rarely did we see children in care for more than 8 
hours a day. Times have certainly changed! 

These past seven years have been good for me. rwas a 
young "empty nester" who was not ready to give up my 
parenting role but as time progressed I saw that it was 
important for me to pursue other interests for my personal 
and professional growth. I was brought up to believe that 
formal education with its professional degrees was important 
so I took that route. I am very proud of the Masters in Social 
Work and Masters in Special Education that I now have. I 
agree with my mother that "no one can ever take your 
degrees away." They do stand for something you have 
accomplished. I feel very fortunate to have a family who 
respected my decision to go back to school, understood when 
my focus of attention was a bit distracted away from family 
needs and interests, and shared in my joy in learning new 
things, I would also like to take the opportunity to thank 
folks at Cole-Harrington for all their support, kind words. 
and willingness to hear new ideas. I am hopeful that Cole
Harrington is a better place for children, parents, and staff as 
a result of my studies. Best of luck to all of you who are 
actively pursuing your own education. My studies are over 
and I am looking forward to some rest, relaxation, and family 
time after the workday is done! 

GaiIK Brown 
Program Director 


