
A Message from the Director 
Dear Parents, 

I would like to welcome everyone to the 2001-
2002 season at the Cole-Harrington Children's 
Center and Family Child Care System. Since we 
began publishing the Cole-Harrington Chronicle we 
have typically sent out our first issue in the fall. As 
you can see it has taken us a bit longer this year. It 
has been a very busy fall at Cole-Harrington as we 
integrated a large number of new staff in all of our 
programs and also opened the doors to our new 
Infant/Toddler Enrichment Center in Canton. We 
feel very fortunate to have attracted such experi-
enced and mature staff as well as some recent 
graduates. The task of getting to know new col-
leagues and helping them learn all of our policies 
and procedures and our philosophy of early child-
hood education can he most challenging particu-
larly since everyone must immediately get involved 
in their work with children. We all look forward to 
the corning months as we begin to see the positive 
effects of our teamwork on behalf of the children 
and families we serve. 

The world events these past few months have 
certainly taken its toll on everyone. Most likely 
someone within our Cole-Harrington circle has been 
directly or indirectly affected by the September 11th 
events. Since our programs serve young children 
and families with school age children we have been 
asked to support children and families in numerous 
ways. Since September much energy has been 
expended to keep all of our programs on a steady 
course. I hope you have found our staff sensitive 
and supportive to you and your children's particular 
concerns. We have all tried to keep ourselves 
focused on our task of providing quality childcare 
and education to your children while addressing 
our own personal concerns and anxieties. As each 
month goes by lain hopeful that we all ran resume 
our normal family routines and pursue our joint 
mission of raising happy and healthy children who 
are prepared to move into their next developmental 
phase within the context of the world around them. 

This year promises to be a very productive and 
exciting year at Cole-Harrington. Our education 
staff is eager to implement the most current educa-
tional trends in literacy while at the same time 
maintaining our allegiance to well respected early 
childhood practices which address all areas of child 
development. We continue to work towards aligning 
our preschool and kindergarten curriculums with 
the Massachusetts Frameworks. Our family childcare 
staff now consists of five full time early childhood 
specialists all with complementary skills and 
professional experiences who can support family 
childcare providers and families in a variety of ways 
through home visits, monthly trainings, child 
evaluations and advocacy efforts. Our clinical staff 
continues to be responsive to at-risk families facing 
difficult times. It is important that we attend to the 
needs of our new infant/toddler center so that it, 
too, will be a model program by the end of its first 
year. Efforts to create a new space for our school age 
enrichment program are in full gear with the promise 
of a spring or early summer construction date. We 
hope to keep you informed about our various program 
events and initiatives through periodic parent 
newsletters. 

1 hope you find our first issue of the Chronicle 
informative and that your Cole-Harrington experi-
ence is enriched as a result. Best wishes for the 2002 
year! 

Sincerely,  
Gail H. Brown  

Program Director 


