
A Message from the Director 

Dear Parents, 

I hope your holiday season was enjoyable and you 
are ready for the winter season here in New England. I 
recently had a conversation with a staff member about the 
strength of character we New Englanders seem to have as 
a result of our experiences with long winters, shorter days 
and many hours spent indoors. It led to a discussion about 
how our strong character may contribute positively to 
our ability to cope with the day to day stressors we feel as 
parents. Trying to meet our various responsibilities to our 
children, spouses, extended family members and of course 
our colleagues and supervisors at work can indeed be try
ing and difficult. 

Although our primary focus here at Cole-Harrington is 
to provide a quality educational experience for your child, 
we also recognize our role in providing you with support, 
parenting information and access to community resources. 
In this issue of the Chronicle I would like to share with you 
some of the family based services we have to offer. 

During enrollment we provide you with a resource 
guide listing various support services should you need 
help in times of financial and or family stress. This re
source guide includes information about child health 
services, evaluation services, health insurance information, 
parenting support programs, state agencies for children 
and families, fuel assistance programs, emergency hous
ing, food assistance, adult education opportunities and 
more. We also have a resource guide for families residing 
in Canton and surrounding towns with listings of local 
and regional educational and recreational family activities. 
This winter we plan to create similar guides for families 
living in other communities served by our family child care 
system and network. 

Over the years we have also developed an array of fam
ily activities at our different centers as well as our family 
child care system including parents' night, parent/ child 
workshops, children's performances, program graduation 
events, fund raising activities, participation in local food 
pantry drives and spring picnics. You are welcome to par

ticipate in these activities as much as your schedule allows. 
Our goal for family activities is to bring home and school 
together. 

During the holiday season we work with local organiza
tions to fulfill requests for donations of toys and clothing 
for our children in need. Our social workers also take the 
lead to get additional children's clothing through the non 
-profit organization Cradles to Crayons as an ongoing ef
fort throughout the year. 

Our program social workers provide monthly parent 
support, education and social casework management to 
our at-risk families. As of 2011 we will have one of our 
social workers be available to you if you need some parent
ing support or help in obtaining social services in times of 
family stress. She can be accessed through your program 
coordinator. 

Early last summer we offered evening parent work
shops. The topics were determined by a parent survey 
sent out to all families. We will also be offering this at our 
Plymouth location in the near future. Feel free to attend 
any topic that is of interest to you. 

All of these additional family based services certainly 
help support parents and strengthen one's parenting "char
acteristics." However, we still believe that one of the most 
important features of our child centered, family focused 
programs must be the positive, supportive, and responsive 
relationships we have with you and your child! 

Gail H. Brown 
Program Director 

HIt takes a village to raise a child." 

-- African Proverb 


