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Have you ever been in a situation where you're 
having an adult conversation and from nowhere - FLASH 
- a youngster appears? Children have the amazing ability 
to show up and listen when we least expect it. There 
seems to be something in their tiny ears that draws them 
to adult conversations. 

Children are curious about all aspects of the world 
around them and want to discover everything they can. 
From what better source to learn about their world then 
through adults' conversations? There are some children 
who seem deeply involved with their play but still have 
the radar to pick-up important tidbits put forth by unsus
pecting adults. As the commercial says, "Inquiring minds 
want to know!" If you observe your child playing with 
other children, you will notice that much of the conversa
tion taking place may be somewhat familiar. Many adults 
start to recognize their patterns through the eyes and 
mouths of young children. Observation of children 
playing house is a very good window into a child's world. 
If mom and dad have just had an argument, that may be 
the way that this pretend "family" relates to one another 
as well. 

Have you ever dropped your child off at child care 
and found there was not one opportune moment to 
discuss what's going on with your child? Maybe your 
child had nightmares and did not sleep as well as he 
usually does (which could raise the cranky meter to a 
potentially high reading later in the morning). Or maybe 
she refused to eat her cereal this morning and will be 

. hungry earlier for snack. This is important information to 
pass along, but when? Drop off and pick up times may be 
a very hectic time for your child care program. Setting up 
a certain time to call your care giver or setting up a note 
system may work better than trying to verbally give 
information when drop off or pick up times are frantic. It 
is very important to share information, but it is just as 
important to be aware of who may be listening. 

This not to say that you have to stop talking now that 
you are a parent. Just be aware of where your child is and 
what types of conversation you want them to be exposed 
to. Does your child need to know what transpired be
tween you and your feuding spouse? Or that you are 
having trouble with a co-worker? Children are conversa
tional vacuums. They take in all of the information, but it 
can be in the processing stage for a while before it comes 
back out again. While processing the information, children 
may mistakenly interpret what they have heard. They 
could blame themselves for something that has nothing to 
do with them. A parent relayed that her four year old son, 
Johnny, seemed deeply involved with his Legos (as usual) 
as she conversed with a close friend about a recent family 
event. To her dismay, Johnny relayed the exact conversa
tion to a dinner table full of relatives the next weekend. 

It goes without saying that we are all aware of being 
conscious of other people's feelings. Well, that same 
thought applies to children. We need to be aware that the 
walls truly do have ears if there are children around. 


