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-Review of Preschool Literature 

Young children enjoy being read 
to throughout the day. Many picture 
books contain relevant topics and 
illustrations to capture the imagina
tion and attention of preschoolers. 

Such books can be useful in 
working through common themes 
(such as fears, interactions with 
peers and siblings,) and topics which 
are being discussed in your home 
(such as separation, divorce, or 
recent death). Here are two books 
which parents may find of interest to 
share with their preschool-age child. 

The Tenth Good Thing About 
Barney (by Judith Viorst, Illustrated 
by Erik Blegvad; Aladdin Books, 
1988; Macmillan Publishing Co.) 
begins with "My cat Barney died last 

Friday. I was very sad." Throughout 
this story a boy attempts to under
stand the death of his pet cat. He 
plans a funeral for his pet and begins 
to think of good things about his cat 
to share with his family. At first he is 
only able to think of nine. He then 
talks to his father and by the end of 
the story realizes a tenth good thing 
about his pet. The boy's search for 
understanding helps us all gain 
insight to our own feelings associated 
with death. 

Jamaica Tag-Along (by Juanita 
Havill, Illustrated by Anne Sibley 
O'Brien; Houghton Mifflin Co., 1989) 
explores sibling relationships and 
what it feels like to be excluded. It 
begins with an older brother not 

wanting his younger sister to "tag 
along", and her feeling "left-out" and 
the "unfairness" of how she was not 
invited to play basketball. After 
learning that it is "no fun" to be left
out, she includes a younger child on 
the playground while making a 
sandcastle.This attracts the attention 
of her older brother who eventually 
works on the sandcastle as well. The 
story includes large, beautiful pictures 
of children from various cultures and 
ethnic backgrounds. It explores 
sibling relationships and can be 
helpful in heightening children's 
understanding and sensitivity toward 
what it feels like to be excluded. 


