
CURRICULUM CORNER 

The A-B-C's of Inexpensive Home Fun 

A is for animal tracks - take some plaster of paris with 
you on nature hikes and you can preserve imprints 
forever. 

B is for boxes of all sizes - tiny ones can be made into 
dollhouse furniture, a large one into a boat and an appli 
ance crate into a play-house. 

C is for clothes for the "dress-up" drawer - save hats, 
wallets, purses, shirts and blouses, aprons, ties, shoes, 
scarves and strings of beads. 

D is for dough - mix salt, flour and water and it will be 
ready for patting, squeez-ing, rolling, and baking. 

E is for extras - extra odds and ends such as ribbons, 
buttons, rickrack, soda caps, bias tape, glitter, for pasting. 

F is for food coloring - to make the bath water become a 
blue ocean or milk a rosey pink, add a drop of coloring. 

G is for gunnysack - fill it with straw and sawdust, hang it 
on a tree and you will have a punching bag. 

H is for hats - painter, firefighter, police officer, construc
tion worker, feather or flowered hats are loved by 
preschoolers. 

I is for innertube - to roll, to sit in for a rocket, or used as a 
container for beanbag toss. 

J is for jumping mats - an old mattress, old car seat, or just 
a hole in the backyard filled with sand can be fun for 
active legs. 

K is for knotted rope - knot every 12" to 18" and securely 
tie to a tree for a rope ladder swing. 

L is for lacing around paper plates, greeting cards and 
cardboard shapes. 

M is for macaroni - try alphabet, shell, flat, and crinkly, c
lang and skinny macaroni for painting, stringing or 
pasting into collage creations. 

N is for newspaper - just right for disposable aprons and 
of course, paper rnache. 

o is for old blankets - perfect for covering a card table or 
clothesline for a very "private" house. 

P is for plastic - squeeze bottles, freezer containers, 
wastebaskets - anything of unbreakable plastic. 

Q is for questions - take time to answer them or hunt up 
the replies if you don't know. 

R is for rubber hose - a 4-foot length can become an 
elephant's trunk, a firefighter's hose, or a gas pump line. 

S is for old sheets and pillowcases - dye them your 
favorite colors and they'll be ready to be doll clothes,
 
curtains for a puppet show, or background material for a
 
cloth mural.
 

T is for a tree stump - along with a child-sized hammer
 
and some nails for hammering, pulling out and hammer

ing in again.
 

U is for utensils - spoons, pots and pans, muffin tin, and
 
strainer make for fun in the sandbox and bathtub.
 

V is for vise - to hold the wood securely while your young
 
carpenter hammers and saws.
 

W is for water - children enjoy "painting" with water and
 
large brushes, floating boats in it, and running through it.
 

X is for examining - everything, everyday, anyway.
 

Y is for you - your attention, your time, your interest,
 
your laughter, your guidance.
 

Z is for zoo - in miniature, made from cardboard boxes 
and nursery cast-off animals. 

Taken from: Make Toys at Home. Ames, Iowa: Extension 
Service, Iowa State University. 


