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The word summer conjures up visions of travel to new 
places. However, most of us spend a good part of the 
summer at home. This means entertaining our children in 
our own backyards. Rainy days call for even more creativ-
ity and imagination in order to keep the little ones happy 
and content. 

Our editor decided to ask you, the experts, to submit 
activities you find successful indoors and out when trips 
away from home are not possible. We received some great 
suggestions. 

First we'll start with tips for backyard fun. Traditional 
games were high on everyone's list, such as Baseball, T- 
Ball, Soccer, Croquet, Frisbee, Kick Ball, Volley Ball, 
Badminton, Horseshoes, Catch, Miniature Golf, Basketball, 
Ring Toss, Kite Flying, Tag, Hide and Seek, and Foxtail. 
Other favorites shared were playing in sand and water, 
hunting for bugs and other creatures, drawing with 
railroad chalk on driveways and sidewalks, gardening, 
having story time outside on a blanket, floating boats in a 
wading pool, setting up an obstacle course, having a 
scavenger hunt, exploring the garden, and imitating land 
and sea animals. 

Another suggestion was pretend camping, which is 
always a big hit. You can use a tent or substitute with 
blankets over a clothesline. Try stocking the tent with 
things that you would use on a real trip and then watch 
the imagination take off. 

An art activity for outdoors was to hang a white paper 
table cloth over a clothesline. Let the children use squirt 
bottles filled with colored water to make designs on the 
paper. Children can also participate in mixing colors 
beforehand. 

Most children would prefer to be outdoors but rainy 
weather sometimes keeps us in. Once again, we have some 
terrific ideas from our readers. They include: 

• Saving a new puzzle or a board game to play with 
when rain begins. 

• Baking some goodies and then snuggling up to munch 
and watch an appropriate video. 

• Keeping old cardboard boxes and decorating them as a 
train or whatever the children decide to make. 

• Using paint, playdough, chalk, clay, markers, crayons, 
or finger paint to rescue a housebound crew. 

• Putting together an alphabet book by having the  
children cut and paste out of old magazines. 

• Making an elaborate sheet fort using clothespins to 
secure. 

• Having an indoor picnic with a blanket on the floor. 
• Setting up a make believe restaurant complete with 

menus and children's art work as wall decorations. 
• Cleaning out the play area and having everyone help in 

designing a new play space. 
• Playing musical chairs, London Bridges, and marching 

bands with homemade or play instruments. 
• Singing songs and listening to stories and tapes. 
• Involving the children with finger plays, puppet shows, 

and impromptu plays. 

Last on our list, but certainly a lot of fun, are the puddle 
jumps and worm hunts after the rain has subsided. 

Many thanks to all who participated. If you need any 
additional information or want to let us know about your 
newest ideas, we'd love to hear from you. 


