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The other day I read an article that Dr. John D'Auria 
(Canton's school superintendent) wrote. It was titled; 
Blind Spots. The article discussed how racist commentary 
has an impact on decision making, thinking and develop
ment. This article started me thinking about how children 
are subject to our own commentaries and how much we 
impact them by what we say and do. Children's opinions 
aboutself and others are strongly influenced by us. 

Canton has become a diverse community with many 
cultures present. Cole-Harrington as well is a diverse com
munity, serving Black, Asian, Indian, Lithuanian, Russian, 
Puerto Rican, Brazilian and others. While we all recognize 
cultural diversity, recognizing is not enough. All of us need 
to become aware, educated and responsible for our own 
commentary on this subject with our children. 

There needs to be "sustained attention" when it comes 
to teaching acceptance and tolerance of our differences. I 
remember as a young teacher hearing, "The classrooms 
need to be more multicultural." This was a great idea but it 
does not begin or end with multicultural books, dolls and 
posters. Children and adults need to feel comfortable. That 
comfort comes through positive interactions. These interac
tions should express respect for one another. These interac
tions should promote a "caring attitude." A comfortable 
community is where everyone feels included, whether it be 
the classroom community, the neighborhood community or 
our town's community. We all have to do some soul search
ing to determine the commentary that we will expose our 
children to. Will our commentary help them to feel com
fortable in a diverse world or will the commentary make 
their world small because they are unable to interact with 
people who are different from them? We all need to check 
in with our children to find out their feelings about people. 
We need to hold discussions with our children to hear their 
perceptions and change their misperceptions. We will need 
to expose them to an environment that promotes positive 
social interactions with others who are different from them. 

We can help children increase their comfort level 
through lots of positive commentary and "sustained atten
tion" about diversity throughout their lives. We as parents 
have the ability to help our children eliminate a "Blind 
Spot" when it comes to tolerance and acceptance of others. 


