
GO ASK LINDA 
Dear Linda: 

In the last column of "Go Ask Linda" I discussed what 
kinds of opportunities Cole-Harrington provides to 
children to promote reading readiness. This column will 
address how you too can create a stimulating reading 
environment. You can apply the same principles in your 
home that we use at the center. 

#1 Read, Read, Read to your child! Studies show that 
children who are read to early in life become avid 
readers. 
Ask questions about content, character, plot; what's 
going to happen next. 
If your child has shared a personal experience similar 
to the character's, talk about it. 

Respect her favorite story by reading it over and over 
again. 
Let your child "picture" read to you. 

#2 The initiative to develop reading skills must come 
from your child. Look at her interests and create a 
library that will stimulate her desire to read. Pushing 
a child who is not interested or ready can result in 
frustration and failure. 

#3 Children learn by doing rather than having formal 
reading lessons. Use your environment. Your child 
is exposed to print throughout the day. Use these 
every day written signs and messages. They are the 
most meaningful to your child and can produce the 
most successful learning experiences. Read labels on 
cereal boxes, toy packaging and video movies. Read 
the letters on road signs. Read the signs on your TV, 
washing machine, VCR, Nintendo. Find letters in 
newspapers, magazines, menus and maps. Read 
numbers on the calendar and telephone. Point out 
credits in movies, and cartoons, i.e. names of actors 
and actresses, name of writer, etc. Allow exposure to 
telephone books, address books and dictionaries. Let 
your child sort the mail. Provide opportunities to use 
your typewriter or computer. Provide a variety of 
writing tools such as pens, pencils, rulers, paper 
punches, stamps and stamp pads, carbons, paper 
envelopes. Let your child make shopping lists, 
reminder notices, greeting cards and thank-you 
notes. Make a blank book that your child can write 
in at his or her request. Reinforce any reading or 
writing attempts. 

#4 Be a good role model. Let your child see you read for 
enjoyment and for knowledge. Talk to him/her 
about what you are reading. 

I am sure many of you have already been providing 
your child with various experiences with print. By using 
the methods described above you will be setting the stage 
for independent reading. 

Sincerely, 
Linda Feller 


