
AMessage 
from the Director 
Dear Parents, 

In the last issue of the Cole
Harrington Chronicle I reviewed 
some statistical information on 
families participating in each of our 
four programs. As we come to the end 
of the school year I would like to 
share with you a few program goals 
that were set at the beginning of the 
year and our success in their attain
ment. 

The Toddler-Preschool Program 
made many improvements to the 
environment this past year. The 
hallway and bathrooms were painted 
a warm neutral color. New carpets 
were installed in each of the two 
classrooms and the hallway. Finally, 
the interest areas were re-designed 
and refurnished to create a more 
"nurturing and healthy" environ
ment. Changes in the environment 
also supported the program's change 
from more segregated to integrated 3 
and 4 year old aged groupings. 

The Children's Place successfully 
completed its Office For Children 
relicensing process at its original site 
earlier in the year. Mid-year, a deci
sion was made to move the program 
over to Randolph Street when space 
was made available unexpectedly. 
The program is in process of develop
ing its therapeutic approach to 
include children with a variety of 
special needs. The program's interest 
in serving children from neighboring 
communities, who would benefit 
from a smaller, more structured 
learning environment, continues to be 
realized. 

The School-Age Enrichment 
Program began the year by painting 
and redecorating. Much to everyone's 
surprise and delight it has now 
doubled its usual space for the 

kindergarten program with the 
relocation of Children's Place. The re
organization now includes more 
varied interest areas to support 
children academic, artistic, and 
socialization needs. Children can now 
type words and stories, use comput
ers, create flannel board stories, read 
books from our well organized and 
labelled collection and dress-up and 
play in our true to life CASTLE. 

The School-Age Program success
fully developed After-School Courses 
for Canton elementary school chil
dren. Three sessions of courses have 
been held. 'Children have participated 
in a variety of sports, and have 
experienced cultural enrichment 
activities through art, cooking, music 
and dance. They have also learned 
new science concepts through hands
on activities and have explored a 
variety of computer games. 

The Family Day Care Program 
was challenged to expand its service 
area into Randolph as it was awarded 

new slots for subsided and protective 
child care by the Department of Social 
Services. During the year we have 
welcomed a number of new providers 
to our system from Randolph and 
other towns in the Norwood area. 

All programs have significantly 
increased their outreach and support 
work with families and children 
experiencing stress. Much energy has 
been exerted to learn the skills needed 
for parent counseling. 

As you can see this past year was 
quite challenging for everyone. We 
look forward to a restful summer 
when things slow down somewhat. 
We hope you, too, will take time this 
summer to review the past year, your 
child's progress and development, 
and we trust that you will find many 
happy memories and joys to reflect 
upon in the coming years! 

Gail H. Brown 
Program Director 


