
A Message from the Director 
Dear Parents, 

This past year marked a very significant turning point 
for all the programs at Cole-Harrington. A number of 
truly dedicated members of our staff have moved on to 
explore new personal and professional experiences. Their 
efforts to both educate and nurture your children were 
most certainly rewarded by your expressions of gratitude 
and appreciation at the time of their departure. Cole
Harrington traditionally celebrates and honors each staff 
member's contribution with a good-bye party after hours. 

Although it is always difficult to say good-bye togood 
friends and colleagues, we try to build upon our past 
accomplishments and look forward to new directions. In 
the past few months much discussion and reflection has 
taken place to help focus our thoughts and ideas on ways 
we could improve the program's overall operations and 
thereby enhance the quality of the different program 
components. In keeping with one of our central values we 
have made every attempt to find new staff members who 
will be able to contribute new ideas, provide leadership to 
others, and share with us their own personal style of 
relating to children, families, and co-workers. Our hiring 
procedures are quite extensive and include peer review. 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you 
to our new colleagues. Wendy Moran is now our adminis
trative assistant. At the Children's Place we now have 
Ruth Knapp serving as the Coordinator/Head Teacher 
with Paula Lorenz, Janice Wood, and Meryl Smith as the 
classroom teachers and Karen Savino as the aide. At the 
Toddler /Preschool Program we have three new teachers, 
Tracey Hallamore, Maureen Sullivan, Darlene Rask, and a 
new aide Melissa Murphy. The School-Age Enrichment 
Program now has one former staff member from the 
Children's Place and the Toddler/Preschool Program, 
Kelly Hannon and Denise Sullivan, respectively, as well as 
Kim Willett serving in a newly created teacher position 
and Michelle Kelly working in our after school program. 
Rita Katz is our new Early Childhood Specialist in our 
Family Child Care System. We all feel very excited about 
the energy and enthusiasm that these women bring to the 
program along with their respective areas of interest and 
expertise! 

On a more personal note I would like to put on my hat 
as a parent and share a very significant event in my own 
family which has created change as well. My only child, a 
daughter, graduated from college and has now joined the 
adult world as a working person. After a few months of 
living at home she now lives on her own. As I write this 

letter she is traveling to a far off land for a brief vacation 
to explore the world outside of America. My long journey 
as a parent has forever taken a turn. It was a wonderful 
journey filled with many loving and fulfilled days. As 
someone who continues to work with and on behalf of 
young children I now have only memories of my young, 
most precious child. 

Often I am reminded about our life together so many 
years ago. As I was walking out of the Toddler/Preschool 
Program one day this week I saw a father leaving the 
center with his two young daughters. He appeared quite 
preoccupied with the task of carrying all their belongings 
and responding to their chatter. My impression was that 
his life was quite filled at the end of a long work day with 
the business of raising children. A couple of days later I 
saw him at the School-Age Program and was jokingly 
informed that indeed he had another older daughter to 
pick up each day! I guess I now have the luxury of selec
tive memory. I only seem to remember the feelings of 
sheer joy and pleasure as my daughter went through the 
many stages of childhood. The many nights of waking up 
to tend to a bad cough, the end of the day scrambling to 
pick her up from childcare, and the hectic runs to after 
school activities and playdates are long forgotten now! 

It is with my deepest regard for the gratitude I feel 
towards her for the many years of pleasure she gave me, 
and my deepest respect for your roles as parents of young 
children that I wish to share the lyrics of a song I recently 
heard. With a bit of license, it expresses my feelings of 
love for my daughter, Nova. 

You are the promised kiss of springtime, 
that makes the lonely winter seem long. 
You are the breathless rush of evening, 
that trembles on the brink of a lovely song. 
You are the angel glow that lights the star. 
The dearest things I know are what you are 
Some day these happy arms will hold you. 
And some day I'll know that the moment divine 
When all things you are, are mine. 

Jerome Kern & Oscar Hammerstein III 

I close with my best wishes to all of you for a happy 
and healthy new year filled with many wonderful mo
ments that only a child can bring. As you watch your child 
grow and develop into his/her own person and provide 
for his/her needs, you will be giving them a part of 
yourse1\that you hold very dear. That is the gift of love. 
Be generous and the rewards will be plentiful. 

Gail Brown, A Mother 


