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A Message from the Director 
Dear Parents, 

It is with much sadness that I share with you today 
the eminent passing of a beloved Cole-Harrington teacher, 
Barbara Ann O'Brien. Barbara, the mother of Michael, age 
7 and Meaghan, age 5 1/2, has succumbed to the disease 
of diabetes. When Barbara was sixteen years old her 
mother came to me and asked me to give her daughter a 
job as a teacher's aide. She said that Barbara was very 
depressed since the onset of her disease and that one 
pleasure she had was working with children. We were 
able to secure a paid position for her through the CETA 
program, a government sponsored job program, and she 
began her career with Cole-Harrington. Upon graduation 
from high school she began working as a teacher with our 
toddlers. In the next seven years we watched with plea-
sure as she matured into an outgoing, professional young 
woman. 

Barbara cared deeply about the children in her care. 
No one could match her ability to nurture her two year 
olds. During this time Barbara and I would have many 
conversations about having our own children. I had a 
young daughter myself and wanted desperately to have 
more children. We understood each other's deep feelings 
and need to have our own children to love. When Barbara 
got married we were all very happy for her. She soon had 
her first son and began her new role as a mother. I can still 
see her in the hospital maternity room. He was a preemie 
and she had a private sitting room. She let me hold 
Michael for as long as I wanted to. A few years later when 
she came back to work for Cole-Harrington once again we 
all marveled at how Barbara was able to so fully trust her 
former colleagues and new coworkers and share her 
children with us. I was not surprised as she knew the 
pleasure in others sharing her joy. She had known what 
Cole-Harrington did for children and parents as only one 
who helped to create it could know. After her son was 
born, much to everyone's concern because of her health, 
she had another child, a daughter. Oh, how she loved this 
little girl. She was so proud of both her children. Her 
ability to look at her children with honesty and humor 
was a measure of her true love for them. 

When Meaghan was three Barbara returned to work at 
Cole-Harrington, bringing her children along with her. 

Although she began her work in earnest she was not able 

to work very long as her health was beginning to deterio-
rate. She left us once again but this time it was a sad good-
bye. Her friend and coworker, Meg Balfe, helped her to 
continue to feel a part of the Cole-Harrington family and 
kept us all abreast of Barbara's health. We continued to 
help her with her children and tried to be as strong as we 
could for her. When Barbara was no longer able to drive 
because of poor eyesight, Meg made sure that she got the 
help she needed and brought her to Cole-Harrington 
functions. I, forever, will be grateful to Meg for keeping 
Barbara's spirit present within Cole-Harrington and for 
recognizing Barbara's need to continue to be a part of 
Cole-Harrington. - 

The last time I saw Barbara I drove her home from a 
teacher's going away party. She sat in my car telling me 
about the various children with medical needs who lived 
in her complex. Barbara had ultimately secured public 
housing for herself and her children because of her 
illness. I didn't say anything to her but I thought to myself 
how Barbara had not changed throughout her years of 
emotional pain and physical discomfort. Her simple and 
pure love for all children had not changed since I met 
her fifteen years ago. 

Barbara will be leaving two young children, two very 
special young children. They will never know a mother 
like the one they have had and only they can feel their 
mother's joy in her few years with them. They will not 
forget her. We at Cole-Harrington will do our part to 
honor their mother, our colleague. On behalf of Cole- 
Harrington I would like to set up two memorial funds 
which I believe Barbara would have liked. One will be a 
scholarship fund for children in need at Cole-Harrington 
and another to create a special library for our center. 
Barbara gave so much of herself to the toddlers in her care. 
There was something magical in her relationship with 
them which parents immediately understood and appreci-
ated. She was also a master in developing activities to go 
along with the stories she read to the children. It is my 
hope that those of us who have known and loved Barbara 
will forever cherish her memory. She was a dear friend 
and a gifted teacher who gave so much of her life to the 
care and education of children. 

We will all miss her. 


