
A Message from the Director 
Dear Parents, 

This evening as I sit down to write my next letter 

to you, I fear I may be running out of "serious" 

messages. In my recent articles I have shared my 

thoughts and feelings about my role as a parent and 

my feelings of appreciation for staff at Cole- 

Harrington. In the last issue I shared a bit of Cole- 

Harrington history to help everyone gain a more 

global perspective of Cole-Harrington and how we 

came to be. 

This is probably a good time for me to share my 

concerns for you as parents working hard to create 

positive and supportive homes for your children. In 

my six month stint as the billing clerk this past Fall I 

had many phone contacts with parents discussing the 

financial strains encountered by many trying to keep 

up with their weekly childcare payments. Although, I 

vowed to maintain a strong stance to communicate 

our financial policies and keep all our accounts 

current, I can assure you I often took the time to 

calculate what the annual cost of childcare is for 

some families. Amounts for two children attending 

full time or for an after-school child attending for a 

mere 11/2 hours a day during the school year would 

have been unfathomable just 15 years ago when I 

needed to use childcare. 

I wish there were ways to help everyone out. 

Unfortunately, Cole-Harrington is dependent on 

everyone's timely tuition payment. I did read re-

cently that there is a proposed state plan to help 

middle-income working parents with some subsi-

dies. This help is very much needed. However, 

there are some serious concerns with respect to who 

in state and local government would administer 

these subsidizes and how community programs like 

Cole-Harrington would be able to receive funds. The 

subsidizes are to help fund preschool education and 

do not consider the full care needs of families. Cur-

rently DSS administers comprehensive services for 

low income families through contracts with commu-

nity programs. This system could be critically af-

fected. All of our hard work to provide quality 

education and care for young children would be in 

jeopardy. We will keep you posted when advocacy 

efforts are needed. Right now Cole-Harrington can 

only offer assistance through it's contract with De-

partment of Transitional Assistance for families 

receiving state aid who are working, going to school 

or participating in job training and to families with 

incomes below $32,000 (for a family of 2) through our 

state contract with DSS for low income childcare. It 

should be noted that families initial income must be 

below $22,000 to access these DSS subsidized slots. 

With your gracious $10.00 contribution and 

participation in the annual Barbara Miller Scholar-

ship Post Halloween Party we now have some funds 

to help out families who experience financial hard-

ship. I hope that we can count on everyone's partici-

pation next year for this parents-only Canton com-

munity event. If you are in need of some financial 

assistance because of unexpected events or hard-

ships, please let us know. There is an application 

process in place. We hope to be able to help out up 

to six families each year with priority given to cur-

rently enrolled families. 

Have a happy and healthy year and enjoy the 

spring season. We will do our best to ensure you 

receive quality care for your hard earned money! 

Sincerely,  

Gail H. Brown  

Program Director 


