
A Message from the Director 
Dear Parents, 

We begin this year with many warm wishes to a 
number of new faces among our staff and families. 
There are new teachers in all our center based pro
grams, new providers i~ our Family Child Care 
System, and our typical influx of new children in all 
of our programs. We are particularly proud of our 
new program, Cole-Harrington's TEENS WITH 
TOTS, which is a new contract awarded to us by the 
Department of Social Service to provide support, 
parent education, and child care services to seven 
teen parents and their children. TEENS WITH TOTS 
will serve teen parents from a sixteen town area! I 
hope everyone received our TWT flyer in August. We 
need your help to recruit the teen parents, thereby, 
giving them the opportunity to become a part of the 
Cole-Harrington family. 

I would also like to acknowledge the formal 
agreement that was made between Summerhill 
House, Inc., a local residential program for teenage 
parents who are not able to live at home, and our 
Family Childcare System (FCC). Over the years 

Kathy Sullivan, Program Coordinator of CH FCC, 
has worked closely with Bernice Brown, Program 
Director of Summerhill House, Inc., to coordinate 
child care services for the teen parents. This year 
their program was refunded with an added stipula
tion of on-site child care. This requirement was 
waived via a formal agreement with us to arrange all 
their child care needs. It is very exciting for everyone 
at CH to expand our services to this population of 
young parents. 

Another important goal we have set for ourselves 
this year is to create another successful Cole
Harrington parent event. On Friday, November 1, 

1996 we will be having our 2nd Annual Barbara Ann 
Miller O'Brien Post Halloween Dance. Proceeds from 
this affair are used to purchase books and related 
language arts materials for our toddlers specific use 
and everyone else's enjoyment, and, to fund our 
scholarship program. Barbara was one of the found
ing staff members of CH and developed our toddler 
program. She eventually became a CH parent as well 
with two children going through all of our center 
based programs. When her children were younger 
she provided child care in her home. She passed 
away on May 16, 1995. 

This CH event is planned in collaboration with 
her family and her close colleague and friend, Meg 
Balfe, a former teacher at CH. It is specifically de
signed to celebrate all current CH families and staff, 
and, at the same time raise funds for families who 
need financial assistance during the year due to 
unforeseen hardships. 

The event is open to current and past "friends of 
Cole-Harrington" as well as friends of Barbara Ann 
Miller O'Brien. Please see the display in this newslet

ter and distributed flyers for more details about this 
fun event. I hope to see all of you there! It is a won
derful way to get to know CH families and staff. 

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy new year 
atCH. 

Sincerely, 
Gail H. Brown 

Program Director 


