
 Message From The Director
Dear Parents, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Cole-Har-
rington parents who recently expressed their views at a Can-
ton school committee meeting. The Canton Public School 
was interested in bringing full day kindergarten to the town 
on a pilot basis. They wanted to start with three classrooms 
and serve a maximum of sixty children. Interested families 
would sign up for a lottery and if selected, families would 
pay $3,000 per year to have their child attend a six hour pub-
lic school kindergarten program. The Canton Public Schools 
currently offer a morning or afternoon kindergarten session 
for approximately 2.5 hours. 

When we heard that the Canton Public School might 
open three full day kindergarten classes in the Fall 2005 we 
became quite concerned, as our School Age Enrichment 
Program has been providing a kindergarten enrichment pro-
gram for children in Canton since 1986. Cole-Harrington's 
School Age Enrichment program was located in two rented 
rooms in the Galvin Middle School until 2003. We were able 
to accommodate up to 80 children a week. 

When the school principal at the time requested the 
rooms back, we worked with school administration to 
find a solution. With the support of Cole-Harrington 
parents in Canton, the school system was able to get the 
town to 
allow us to build a new facility on the grounds of the Galvin 
Middle School. We now have space to provide a kindergar-
ten enrichment program for up to 142 children. 

For the past two years we have provided a private kin-
dergarten program for approximately 36% of the children 
in Canton who attend public school. We have been able 
to enroll all children on our wait list. Children aged 4.9 by 
September 1st have also been able to attend. 

Needless to say I was seriously concerned regarding the 
impact on our program if the school system were to imple-
ment a full day kindergarten for the Fall 2005. As you are 
well aware most parents make their plans in early spring in 
order to secure a space at a preschool, kindergarten, after 
school or child care program. 

Ultimately the school committee decided to wait until 
September 2006 to implement their pilot full day kinder-
garten. They had planned to pilot the program for one 
year at each of the elementary schools but decided due to 
space considerations, they would wait until September 
2006 to develop the program at their early childhood 
center. 

This decision will allow the school system time to plan 
their program. Parents of kindergarteners will have the op-
portunity to explore options for the 2006-2007 school year. 
The CH parents who attended the school committee meeting 
raised significant questions. What would the teacher/child 
ratio be in a full day kindergarten? What would the typical  

curriculum change be from the current one provided in the 
half-day program? How would parents be informed of 
what was happening in the classroom from day to day? 

These are excellent questions to ask educators. Since 2000 
the Department of Education (DOE) has been promoting 
full day kindergarten in the state by providing grants and 
planning funds. Towns that had space to convert half-day 
programs into full day classes and funds in their budget to 
support their interest were able to access additional funds 
from DOE through a competitive bid process. 

However, with the problems in our state's economy 
and our governor's preference that DOE monies for full 
day kindergarten be spent in low-income and low perform-
ing schools as measured by MCAS scores, only half of the 
children in the state now attend public school full day kin-
dergarten programs. Every town is doing their own thing! 
Some towns offer full day kindergarten to all children with 
or without a parent fee. Some towns offer full day kinder-
garten to limited numbers of children through a lottery 
system with or with out a fee. Some towns have opened up 
full day kindergarten programs and then have had to revert 
back to half-day sessions. 

Until such time as the Canton Public Schools are able 
to fund full day kindergarten for all children at no cost to 
parents, our Kindergarten Enrichment Program will be 
available to parents as an option. You will be able to count 
on a quality educational program with a high teacher/child 
ratio with teachers who dedicate themselves to meeting the 
individual social-emotional and academic needs of children. 

The Cole-Harrington philosophy of education that you 
embraced when your child was an infant, toddler or pre-
schooler will be there for your child. Our kindergarten 
curriculum was developed and refined over a twenty year 
period and will continue to help children acquire the skills 
and concepts they need to succeed in elementary school and 
beyond. We are very proud of our students and it is well 
known in the town that our children enter first grade with a 
strong foundation in all academic subjects. We will 
continue to offer options for parents and children to 
accommodate families' need for childcare while ensuring 
children get the best possible education. 

Once again I commend the parents who advocated for 
their children and the town itself. One of our program's 
goals is to help parents become advocates for their children 
and feel empowered to ask important questions and obtain 
needed services for their children. The parents who ex-
pressed their views were articulate and informed about the 
issues. We hope that all Cole-Harrington parents will con-
tinue to work along with friends and neighbors to develop 
meaningful and responsive educational programs for their 
children! 

Sincerely, 
Gail H. Brown 

Program Director



 


