
A Message from the Director 
Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the 2006-2007 year at Cole-Harrington! The 
first half of this year has been very exciting. At the end 
of the summer we added another classroom to our In-
fant/Toddler Enrichment Program. We now have a room 
specifically designed for children 2 to 2.9 years of age. 
This classroom offers a new environment for children who 
started attending the program as infants and are 
spending a third year with us. We were also able to create 
an indoor gross motor space for all children. 

The Toddler/Preschool Program discontinued its small 
toddler program to support Infant/Toddler's program ex-
pansion and now serves only preschoolers. To reflect this 
change we renamed the program, Cole-Harrington's Pre-
school Enrichment Center. This new name clearly speaks 
to the depth of educational experiences offered at the pro-
gram. Our preschool program has always been a model of 
excellence with respect to its early education curriculum 
which adheres to developmentally appropriate practices 
for young children and the provision of educational experi-
ences aligned to state standards for preschoolers. 

In November our Family Child Care system relocated 
all of its offices. They had been spread throughout the 
building at 605 Neponset St. Family Child Care now 
occupies space in the front of the building. This space 
was formerly used by Enable, Inc.'s program for adults, 
Networks Supported Employment and Living. Networks 
relocated to 603 Neponset St. They needed more space due 
to its expanding client base and growing staff. 

Our Family Child Care system which primarily serves 
children from low-income families and children at-risk 
for abuse and neglect has expanded its program into 
the Plymouth area. The Plymouth area is considered an 
underserved area with respect to subsidized childcare. 
When a center based program, located in the northern 
towns above Plymouth, closed its doors, we were offered 
an opportunity to extend our Family Child Care services 
into the Plymouth community. Since 2000 we have had 
a small contract with the state to serve children in these 
northern towns. We also have a number of staff members 
who recently moved to the Plymouth area and are eager to 
develop a quality Family Child Care system in Plymouth. 
We have leased office space off Route 3, Exit 7 and hope to 
be open for business in early January. 

Yes, we have been very busy at Cole-Harrington! Signif-
icant changes in our administrative staff occurred as well. 
Michelle Walsh is our new Family Child Care program 
coordinator and Lauren Young is our new TEENS WITH 
TOTS program coordinator/mental health counselor. Mi-
chelle was the assistant program coordinator for the  

past five years for the Family Child Care system and has 
been an early childhood specialist for the past eight years. 
Lauren was an intern a few years back in the Infant/Tod-
dler Enrichment Program while pursuing her bachelor's 
degree and declined a teaching position with us to 
pursue a master's in counseling. Things have a way of 
working out and she now has a position with us that 
utilizes all of her educational training and experiences! 

At the end of August we were notified that our School 
Age Enrichment Program became the second program in 
the state to earn the honor of "Nationally Accredited After 
School Program" by the National After School Association 
(NAA). Our program was recognized in the NAA Accredi-
tation Report for its excellent staff, family and community 
relationships. The NAA Accreditation Program was one of 
the first formal systems in the country designed to measure 
and recognize quality after school care. The accreditation 
process includes the completion of an intensive program 
improvement plan which involved meeting and exceed-
ing established program standards, completion of surveys 
and observations with parents and staff, hosting national 
Endorsers during a two-day evaluation visit, completion 
of a self-assessment and lengthy application process and 
ensuring ongoing program improvement and compliance 
with national standards. The School Age Enrichment Pro-
gram staff is to be commended for their efforts toward this 
important achievement! 

This coming year our preschool and kindergarten pro-
grams will have to renew their accreditation status with the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC). This accreditation process has been revised and 
will require a significant commitment of time and effort to 
complete. We are confident that with everyone's support 
and participation, our preschool and kindergarten pro-
grams will be able to maintain our NAEYC accreditation. 

As always we remain committed to quality educational 
programming and thoughtful program growth to meet the 
needs of families and children in our own and neighbor-
ing communities. We feel so fortunate to work with so 
many talented teachers and providers who truly care about 
children and their families. It is their enthusiasm, dedica-
tion and commitment to excellence that inspires us to keep 
moving forward. We hope your experience at Cole-Har-
rington will be enjoyable, exciting and enriching. 

Gail H. Brown 
Program Director 


